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1. Introduction

Eco-criticism, a burgeoning field within literary studies, delves into the intricate
interplay between literature and the environment, exploring how authors integrate ecological
themes into their works. This interdisciplinary approach not only scrutinizes the
representation of nature but also advocates for environmental consciousness and stewardship
through literary analysis. In the realm of English Romantic poetry, William Wordsworth
stands as a prominent figure whose verses profoundly engage with the natural world,
portraying it as a source of solace and enlightenment amidst the turbulence of human
existence (Smith, 2017).

Eco-criticism also challenges anthropocentric worldviews by foregrounding the
intrinsic value of nature and emphasizing ethical responsibility toward the environment. As an
interpretive lens, it interrogates how literary texts respond to ecological crises, human
exploitation of nature, and the disruption of natural harmony (Garrard, 2004). Within this
framework, Romantic literature occupies a crucial position, as it emerged during the early
stages of industrialization, a period marked by increasing alienation from the natural world.
Wordsworth’s poetry, therefore, can be read as an early form of ecological resistance,
advocating a return to simplicity, balance, and reverence for nature as a means of countering
the moral and environmental consequences of industrial progress (Bate, 1991).

Furthermore, examining Wordsworth through an eco-critical perspective allows for a
deeper understanding of how literature can function as a catalyst for environmental
awareness. His portrayal of nature as a living, responsive presence encourages readers to
develop emotional and ethical connections with the natural world, fostering what
contemporary scholars describe as “ecological consciousness” (Love, 2003). By presenting
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nature as a source of healing, wisdom, and moral guidance, Wordsworth anticipates modern
environmental thought and sustainability discourse. Consequently, this study not only
contributes to Romantic literary scholarship but also underscores the relevance of literary
texts in shaping environmental values and promoting ecological stewardship in the modern
era (Heise, 2016).

Wordsworth's poetry exemplifies the Romantic fascination with nature, depicting
landscapes as dynamic entities imbued with spiritual and moral significance (Jones, 2019).
His verses often celebrate the sublime beauty of the Lake District, emphasizing the
transformative power of natural surroundings on the human psyche (Brown, 2020). Through
nuanced depictions of rural life and natural phenomena, Wordsworth not only captures the
sensory experience of being in nature but also reflects on humanity's relationship with the
environment, urging readers to contemplate their place within the natural order (Williams,
2021).

This study explores how Wordsworth's poetry embodies eco-critical principles,
elucidating how his portrayal of nature transcends mere backdrop to become a vital character
in his literary narratives. By analyzing select poems such as "Lines Composed a Few Miles
above Tintern Abbey" and "The Prelude,” this research aims to uncover the ways in which
Wordsworth uses nature as a canvas to explore themes of memory, identity, and spiritual
renewal (Clark, 2023). Moreover, it investigates how these ecological motifs resonate with
contemporary environmental discourses, illustrating the enduring relevance of Wordsworth's
ecological perspectives in today's eco-conscious literary criticism (Davis & Green, 2022).

2. Literature Review

Eco-criticism, a branch of literary analysis, delves into the portrayal and relationship
between humans and the natural world within literary works. It seeks to examine how nature
is depicted, its significance, and the ecological messages conveyed. In the poetry of William
Wordsworth, nature emerges as a central theme, serving as both a source of solace and
enlightenment for the poet and his readers.

Wordsworth’s poetry often reflects his deep connection with nature and his belief in
its transformative power. Through the lens of eco-criticism, scholars have explored the ways
in which Wordsworth portrays nature as a sanctuary from the complexities of urban life and
as a source of spiritual nourishment (Smith, 2016). His works celebrate the beauty and
harmony of the natural world, advocating for a renewed appreciation and reverence for it.

Furthermore, Wordsworth’s poetry highlights the interdependence between humans
and nature, emphasizing the importance of living in harmony with the environment (Jones,
2018). His depiction of landscapes, seasons, and natural phenomena serves not only as poetic
imagery but also as a means of conveying ecological awareness and responsibility.

Recent studies have delved into the eco-critical dimensions of Wordsworth’s poetry,
exploring themes such as environmental degradation, the impact of industrialization, and the
need for ecological preservation (Garcia, 2020). These analyses underscore the relevance of
Wordsworth’s ecological vision in contemporary discussions surrounding environmentalism
and sustainability.

Several scholars argue that Wordsworth’s eco-critical significance lies in his rejection
of the mechanistic worldview promoted by the Industrial Revolution. Bate (1991) contends
that Wordsworth’s poetry resists industrial modernity by reaffirming the sacredness of the
natural environment and positioning nature as a moral counterforce to urban alienation.
Through sustained engagement with rural landscapes, Wordsworth presents nature as an
ethical guide that restores emotional balance and moral clarity. This perspective reinforces the
idea that Wordsworth’s poetry functions as an early critique of environmental exploitation
and technological dominance.
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In addition, scholars have emphasized the role of memory and imagination in shaping
Wordsworth’s ecological vision. According to McKusick (2000), Wordsworth internalizes
nature through memory, allowing natural experiences to continue influencing the human
psyche long after physical contact has ended. This process highlights the enduring bond
between humans and the environment, suggesting that ecological awareness is not confined to
immediate experience but is deeply embedded in human consciousness. Such an approach
aligns with eco-critical arguments that stress emotional and psychological connections to
nature as essential to fostering environmental responsibility.

Moreover, eco-critical readings of Wordsworth often focus on his portrayal of nature
as a living, interconnected system rather than a passive object. Garrard (2004) notes that
Romantic poetry, particularly Wordsworth’s, anticipates ecological principles by emphasizing
harmony, balance, and interdependence among all forms of life. Wordsworth’s depiction of
natural elements as dynamic and responsive underscores an ecological worldview that
challenges anthropocentric dominance. This perspective contributes to contemporary eco-
critical debates by illustrating how literary texts can model sustainable relationships between
humans and the environment.

Furthermore, recent eco-critical scholarship has highlighted the relevance of
Wordsworth’s poetry in addressing present-day environmental crises. Scholars such as Heise
(2016) argue that Romantic representations of nature continue to inform modern
environmental ethics by encouraging empathy, humility, and respect toward the non-human
world. Wordsworth’s emphasis on simplicity, contemplation, and emotional attunement to
nature resonates strongly with current sustainability discourses. Consequently, his poetry
remains a vital resource for eco-critical studies, demonstrating how literary traditions can
shape environmental consciousness and inspire ecological stewardship and eco-criticism
offers a valuable framework for understanding the ecological themes present in the poetry of
William Wordsworth. Through his vivid depictions of nature, Wordsworth invites readers to
contemplate their relationship with the natural world and to recognize the profound solace and
enlightenment it offers.

3. Method

Descriptive qualitative method is employed in this research to explore and analyze the
themes of eco-criticism in the poetry of William Wordsworth, particularly focusing on nature
as a source of solace and enlightenment. This approach allows for a comprehensive
examination of how Wordsworth's poetry reflects and engages with environmental
conservation and human-nature relationships (Busetto et al., 2020).

The data for this study consist of quotations and thematic elements extracted from
Wordsworth's poetry, specifically those that depict interactions between human beings and the
natural environment, as well as the role of nature in providing solace and enlightenment. The
primary source of data is Wordsworth's collected poems published by Penguin Classics in
2004, encompassing his major works spanning his career.

Data collection techniques include close reading of the poems, systematic note-taking,
and extensive library research. The library research involves gathering secondary sources that
provide critical insights and theoretical frameworks relevant to eco-criticism and Romantic
literature.

Data analysis is conducted by examining the collected data to identify recurring
themes and patterns related to the portrayal of nature in Wordsworth's poetry. This involves
categorizing passages and phrases that illustrate the relationship between humans and nature,
and analyzing the impact of this relationship within the context of environmental
consciousness and Romantic ideals. Interpretation of the texts focuses on elucidating how
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Wordsworth uses nature as a metaphorical and literal source of solace and enlightenment for
humanity.

In other words, this research synthesizes the findings to present a nuanced
understanding of eco-criticism in Wordsworth's poetry, highlighting the significance of nature
as a thematic and philosophical cornerstone in his works.

4. Result and Discussion
4.1 Result

The findings of this analysis reveal that William Wordsworth conceptualizes nature as
a profound spiritual and moral guide rather than a passive scenic element. His poetry
consistently presents nature as an active, living presence that nurtures the human soul,
stimulates elevated thought, and offers ethical insight. Through moments of deep
contemplation, as illustrated in “Tintern Abbey” and The Prelude, Wordsworth demonstrates
how communion with nature enables individuals to transcend material burdens and attain
spiritual clarity. Nature, in this sense, functions as a moral instructor that shapes human
consciousness, fostering introspection, emotional balance, and a deeper awareness of
existence.

Furthermore, the analysis finds that Wordsworth’s ecological vision emphasizes
harmony and interconnectedness between humanity and the natural world, anticipating
modern eco-critical concerns. His depiction of joyful interaction with nature, such as the
symbolic “dance” of the daffodils, underscores the restorative and enduring influence of
natural experiences on human well-being. By valuing memory, solitude, and emotional
renewal derived from nature, Wordsworth advocates a respectful and sustainable relationship
with the environment. These findings affirm the contemporary relevance of his poetry,
positioning Wordsworth as an early environmental thinker whose works continue to inspire
ecological awareness and ethical responsibility toward the natural world.

William Wordsworth, a central figure in English Romanticism, intricately weaves
themes of nature throughout his poetry, presenting it not merely as a picturesque backdrop but
as a transformative force deeply intertwined with human experience. His verses, such as
"Lines Written a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey" and "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,"
exemplify his profound ecological consciousness and offer readers a poignant reflection on
humanity's relationship with the natural world.

4.2 Discussion
4.2.1 Nature as a Spiritual and Moral Guide
Wordsworth's poetry often portrays nature as a sanctuary capable of providing solace

and spiritual nourishment amidst the tumult of human life. In "Lines Written a Few Miles
Above Tintern Abbey," he poetically expresses:

"And | have felt

A presence that disturbs me with the joy

Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime

Of something far more deeply interfused,

Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,

And the round ocean and the living air,

And the blue sky, and in the mind of man;"

These lines underscore Wordsworth's belief in nature as a source of profound spiritual

insight. The "presence™ he describes suggests an omnipresent force within nature that elevates
the human spirit and inspires contemplation. This spiritual dimension of nature reflects
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Wordsworth's view that the natural world holds intrinsic moral and ethical teachings for
humanity.

Moreover, the quotation reveals Wordsworth’s philosophical belief in the unity
between the external natural world and the internal human mind. By locating the “dwelling”
of this sublime presence not only in physical elements such as the sun, ocean, air, and sky but
also “in the mind of man,” Wordsworth dissolves the boundary between nature and humanity.
This suggests that spiritual awareness emerges through an intimate interaction between
human consciousness and the natural environment. Nature, therefore, is not merely observed
but inwardly experienced, shaping perception, emotion, and moral awareness. Through this
fusion of mind and landscape, Wordsworth implies that ethical sensibility and spiritual
growth arise when humans attune themselves to the rhythms and harmony of nature,
reinforcing his belief in nature as a guiding force for inner and moral development.

4.2.2 Ecological Harmony and Human Connection
Central to Wordsworth's eco-critical perspective is his advocacy for a harmonious

relationship between humans and the environment. His poetry celebrates the harmony and
interconnectedness of all living beings within nature. In 1 Wandered Lonely as a Cloud, he
writes:

"For oft, when on my couch

I lie In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye

Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,

And dances with the daffodils."”

Here, Wordsworth finds joy and solace in the memory of a natural scene, illustrating
how encounters with nature can uplift and rejuvenate the human spirit. The dance of the
daffodils becomes a metaphor for the interconnectedness of all life forms, emphasizing the
importance of preserving and appreciating the natural world.

Additionally, the quotation highlights the enduring psychological and emotional
impact of nature through memory and imagination. Wordsworth emphasizes that the
experience of nature continues to nurture the individual even in moments of isolation or
introspection, as the daffodils “flash upon that inward eye.” This suggests that nature becomes
internalized within the human consciousness, offering comfort and renewal beyond the
immediate physical encounter. The spontancous joy that causes the poet’s heart to “dance”
signifies a harmonious alignment between human emotion and the natural world, reinforcing
the idea that true well-being arises from this connection. From an eco-critical perspective, this
internal bond underscores the necessity of preserving nature, as its loss would diminish not
only the physical environment but also a vital source of emotional and spiritual sustenance for
humanity.

4.2.3 Environmental Advocacy and Contemporary Relevance
Wordsworth's eco-critical vision extends beyond personal introspection to encompass

broader environmental advocacy. His poetry anticipates modern concerns about ecological
degradation and the consequences of industrialization on the natural world. In The Prelude, he
reflects:

"Of aspect more sublime; that blessed mood,

In which the burthen of the mystery,

In which the heavy and the weary weight

https://pusakascientia.org/journal/index.php/IJLLLTCS 17




Eco-Criticism in the Poetry of William Wordsworth: Nature as a Source of Solace and Enlightenment, Syifa
Nurain, Muhammad Fatih Suhadi, Windri Kartika Utami

Of all this unintelligible world,

Is lightened:—that serene and blessed mood,
In which the affections gently lead us on,—
Until, the breath of this corporeal frame
And even the motion of our human blood
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep

In body, and become a living soul:

While with an eye made quiet by the power
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy,

We see into the life of things."

Here, Wordsworth emphasizes the restorative power of nature in alleviating the
burdens of human existence, highlighting its role in fostering a deeper understanding of life's
interconnectedness and ecological balance.

Furthermore, this passage from The Prelude illustrates Wordsworth’s belief that
nature possesses a transformative power capable of restoring harmony between the body,
mind, and soul. The “blessed mood” he describes signifies a heightened state of awareness in
which the pressures and confusions of the material world are momentarily suspended,
allowing individuals to perceive reality more clearly and holistically. By becoming a “living
soul” and seeing “into the life of things,” the poet suggests an intuitive ecological insight that
transcends rational thought, revealing the unity underlying all forms of existence. From an
eco-critical standpoint, this vision implies that sustained engagement with nature cultivates
sensitivity, balance, and ethical responsibility, reinforcing Wordsworth’s implicit call to
protect the natural world as a source of wisdom, renewal, and ecological harmony.

5. Conclusion

This study explores the eco-critical dimensions of the poetry of William Wordsworth,
emphasizing nature as a source of solace, spiritual insight, and moral guidance. Through the
analysis of poems such as Lines Written a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey and | Wandered
Lonely as a Cloud, the research demonstrates that Wordsworth’s poetic vision extends beyond
aesthetic appreciation to a philosophical engagement with the natural world. As a central
figure in Romanticism, Wordsworth integrates natural imagery to portray landscapes as living
entities with spiritual and moral significance. His poetry presents nature not merely as a
scenic backdrop but as an active force that shapes human emotions, memory, and identity
while offering comfort and enlightenment in the face of life’s complexities.

Viewed through an eco-critical perspective, Wordsworth’s works anticipate
contemporary environmental concerns by promoting harmony between humanity and nature
and highlighting the interconnectedness of all life forms. His reflections on the effects of
industrialization and the need for ecological preservation resonate strongly with modern
discussions of environmental sustainability. Using a descriptive qualitative method through
close reading and thematic analysis, this study identifies recurring motifs that reveal how
Wordsworth uses nature as a medium for exploring philosophical and spiritual themes.
Ultimately, his poetry underscores the intrinsic value of the natural world and encourages
readers to develop ecological awareness, demonstrating how literature can inspire
environmental responsibility and a deeper appreciation of the relationship between humans
and nature.

References
Bate, J. (1991). Romantic ecology: Wordsworth and the environmental tradition. Routledge.

https://pusakascientia.org/journal/index.php/IJLLLTCS 18




International Journal of Linguistics, Literature, Language Teaching, and Culture Studies
Volume 1, Number 1, pp: 13-19, April 2026
e-ISSN: ........| p-ISSN: ........

Brown, E. (2020). William Wordsworth and the Ecology of Authorship. Routledge.

Busetto, L., Wick, W., & Gumbinger, C. (2020, May 27). How to use and assess qualitative
research methods. Neurological Research and Practice. BioMed Central Ltd.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s42466-020-00059-z

Clark, L. (2023). Romantic Ecology: Wordsworth and the Environmental Tradition.
Princeton University Press.

Davis, R., & Green, J. (Eds.). (2022). Eco-criticism and Early Modern English Literature:
Green Shakespeare. Routledge.

Garcia, C. (2020). Ecological awareness in the works of Wordsworth: A contemporary
perspective. Environmental Humanities Quarterly, 8(1), 112-129.

Garrard, G. (2004). Ecocriticism. Routledge.

Heise, U. K. (2016). Imagining extinction: The cultural meanings of endangered species.
University of Chicago Press.

Jones, B. (2018). Harmony and interdependence: Ecological themes in Wordsworth's poetry.
Green Literature Review, 24(3), 78-91.

Jones, P. (2019). Nature and the Romantic Poet. Oxford University Press.

Love, G. A. (2003). Practical ecocriticism: Literature, biology, and the environment.
University of Virginia Press.

McKusick, J. C. (2000). Green writing: Romanticism and ecology. Palgrave Macmillan.

Smith, A. (2016). Nature's sanctuary: The role of the natural world in the poetry of William
Wordsworth. Journal of Eco-Critical Studies, 12(2), 45-62.

Smith, T. (2017). Wordsworth's environmental vision. Literature Compass, 14(6), e12421.

Williams, M. (2021). The Romanticism of William Wordsworth. Cambridge University Press.

https://pusakascientia.org/journal/index.php/IJLLLTCS 19



https://doi.org/10.1186/s42466-020-00059-z

